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Ykpainui nporu GpopcoBaHOr0 PO3NPOAAKY IXHBOI 3eMJIi

BinkpuTnii et 'onoam CeitoBoro banky, Mixnapoanoro BamotrHoro ®onay
Ta €Bponeiicbkoro banky Pexoncrpykuii Ta Po3BUTKY

6 rpyans 2019 poky, m. KuiB, Ykpaina

Jo: Cyma Yakpabapri, [Ipesunent €Bponeiicbkoro banky Pexoncrpykuii Ta Po3BuTky
Hasunx Manmac, Ipesunent I'pynn CeitoBoro banky
Kpicranina ['eoprieBa, Kepyrounit lupexrop Mixxnapoasoro Bamtoraoro ®ounny

Ukrainians Reject the Forced “Free Sale” of Their Land

Open letter to the heads of the World Bank, the International Monetary Fund,
and the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development

6 December, 2019, Kyiv, Ukraine

To: Suma Chakrabarti, President, European Bank for Reconstruction and Development

David Malpass, President, World Bank Group

Kristalina Georgieva, Managing Director, International Monetary Fund

IITanoswui I1aui Ta ITaHose,

VYuacauku I'pomancekoro Qopymy «IIpaBo cenmsiH Ha
3eMJIIO. UM YOE3MeuuTh 3eMellbHa pedopMma CeNsHCHKO-
(epMepchKe TOCNIOIapIOBaHHS B YKpaiHi», sSKuid BigOyBcs
y Kuegi 26 nucronana 2019 p. y cknani 10-tu rpomaacbkux
opramizaiiif Ta ok (ki TPeICTABISIOTH IHTEpeCH OIS
40 Trc. depMepchKUX ToCIoapcTB 1 MOHax 4 MIH. CellsH,
10 3afMarOThCs CUTLCHKOTOCIIONAPCHKOI0 [IISUIBHICTIO), a
TAKOXX peanmbHUX (epMepiB, BIACHHKIB  OCOOHCTHX
CEJISTHCBKMX ~ TOCIHO/IAPCTB,  IPEACTABHUKIB  CUILCHKHX
TpOMaJ, arpapHUX YHIBEpCHUTETIB, HAYKOBHX YCTaHOB Ta
iHmmx oprauizaiii (62 ocobu), 3BepratoTh Baiy yBary Ha
HACTYIIHE.

3a Bamoro mnocepenHuuTBa B YKpaiHi IIBHIKO
PO3rOpTalOThCS  NPOLIECH CKaCyBaHHsS MOpATOpil0  Ha
PO 3EMEJIb CUILCHKOTOCHOIAPCHKOT0 IMPH3HAYCHHS Ta
3aIIpOBa/DKEHHSI IPAKTHYHO HEPETryJIbOBAHOTO PHHKY 3EMITI.
Le 30yproe ykpaiHCbke CYCHIIBCTBO 1 3yMOBIIFOE€ aKTHBHI
MPOTECTHI Ail TpoMajsH, B TOMY 4ucil y (opMi ITiKeTiB,
0araToJIIOAHMUX MITHHT'B, IEMOHCTpALlii{, MapIIiB TOIIIO.

[TpnunHOIO CyCHITPHOTO HE3aJOBOJICHHS € T, IO
3aMicTh 30€peXeHHs 3eMJli Yy BIIACHOCTI CeNisiH JJIs
3a0e3neueHHsT IXHIM CiM’sM 3aco0iB UIa iCHYBaHHS,
aKIeHTH pOOJATHCS Ha mpaBi mpojaBatu 3emumo. Lle, y
CBOIO Uepry, MpHU3BeIe OO0 MOAANBIIOI KOHIEHTpAIil
CUTBCHKOTOCIIO/IAPCHKUX 3€MEb Y pPyKaxX TaK 3BaHHUX
«e(heKTUBHUX BJIACHUKIB» - YKpaTHChKUX
arpoOi3HECOBHX  OJIIrapXiB Ta  TpPaHCHAIIOHAIBHIX
koprnopauiid. Jloctyn depmepam Ta censHaM A0 3eMIIi
Oyne 3a0mOoKOBaHWK BHACTINOK IXHBOI HEIOCTATHBOI
(iHaHCOBOI  CIIPOMO’KHOCTIL. Take MIPOCYBaHHS
MacmTabHOro arpapHoro Oi3Hecy B YKpaiHi CylepeduThb
pexomerganisM 2019 p. MibkypsnoBoi Tpynu 3 TUTaHb
3mind kiiMary (IPCC).

Dear Sir / Madam,

This letter is authored by participants of the Public
Forum “Towards Peasants’ Right to Land in Ukraine —
Through Responsible Management of Land Tenure and
Land Use System” which took place in Kyiv on 26
November 2019. The forum hosted 62 participants as
follows: Members of 10 public organizations and public
unions that represent interests of about 40 thousand
private farms an over 4 million peasants employed in
agriculture; Farmers, members of farming households and
peasant farms; Representatives of rural communities;
Representatives of agrarian universities, research
institutions and other organizations.

This letter intends to bring the following to your
attention.

The processes of lifting the moratorium on sale of
agricultural lands and implementation of an essentially
unregulated land market are being quickly evolved in
Ukraine with your encouragement and mediation. These
processes trigger popular unrests and cause active public
protests, including pickets, massive rallies,
demonstrations and marches.

The public protests are brought about by the accent on
the peasants' right to sell their land plots, instead of the
accent on the peasants' land ownership as the means to
provide decent existence for themselves and their
families. The prospective sale of agricultural lands will
result in their further concentration in the hands of the so-
called “efficient owners” Ukrainian agricultural
oligarchs and transnational corporations. The farmers'
and peasants' access to buying land will be blocked
because of their poor financial capacity. Such avowed
promotion of large-scale agricultural business in Ukraine
contradicts recommendations of the Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change / IPCC (2019).
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IPCC niiinumi BUCHOBKY, LIO IHAYCTpiabHE CLIBChKE
roCrojapcTBO  Ta  MacmrtabHe  MOHOBHPOOHHIITBO
BiZIrpaloTh KJIIOYOBY pOJIb y 3MiHI KIIIMary, TOMy Hapasi
Mae Micue rocTtpa moTpeda y THoOalbHUX [iSX UIA
MEpexoay BiJ MPOMHUCIOBUX METOAIB BHPOOHHIITBA
XapuoBUX IPOAYKTIB O arpoeKOJIOTIYHHX, IO TaKOX
Y3TO/KYBaTUMYThCS 13 L{insiMu cranmoro po3BHTKY.

VkpaiHcbka Biama Ta  Bami  KOHCYJIBTaHTH
CTBEP/UKYIOTh, IIO BIIKPUTTS PUHKY 3€MIi CHPUATHME
30UTBIICHHIO O0CATIB IHBECTHLIH Ta EKOHOMIYHOMY
3pOCTaHHIO. SIKIIO Take W CTaHETbCS, TO E€IUHUMHU, XTO
OTPUMAaE KOPHUCTh BiJ I[LOIO 3pOCTaHHs, OyayTh HOBI
3eMJICBJIACHUKH, a He YKpaiHchki depmepu. CensHu, sKi
MpOJaayTh CBOI 3€MEIbHI IUISHKA [UIS BHPIMICHHS
HaraJpHUX (HIHAHCOBUX NpPOOJIEM, IMPHUETHAIOTHCS JIO
IHITUX MapriHaTi30BaHUX COLIANBHUX TPYI, 1 BXKE CKOPO
noTpeOyBaTUMYTh 3HauyHOI Ta TIOCTIHHOI jaep>KaBHOI
comianpHol mormoMorn. Taka momoMora CTraHe BaKKUM
TATapeM Ui AEpXKaBHOrO OIOJDKETY, a IoJalblle
MIZABUINCHHS [MOJATKIB JIsDKE Ha CycIibeTBO. HaceneHHio
TaKkoX JIOBENeThCA 3ITKHYTHCA 3 KaTacTpodidHnMHU
HacJiKaMH MOII0HOT MOJIEINi «3pOCTaHHS». TOTIPLUICHHS

3M0pPOB’s, Jerpajailis 3eMellb Ta HaBKOJIHMITHLOTO
MPUPOTHOTO CEPEIOBHINA, 3HIDKCHHS PIiBHS 3aiHATOCTI B
CUTBCBKIM MiCLIEBOCT], IPUCKOPEHE couianbHe

PO3MEXKyBaHHS Ta ecKajaiis COIliaTbHUX KOH(QUIIKTIB,
BTpaTa MEePCIEKTHB ISl MAaHOYTHIX TIOKOJIIHD yIPaBISATH
CBOEI0 3eMJICI0 Ta 3HHIICHHS COLIAJBHUX OCHOB
YKpaiHChKOT HalllOHAIBHOT KyJIbTYpPH.

3po3yMino, mo I0MOMOra MDKHApOIHUX (piHAHCOBHX
IHCTUTYLId HAamaeTbcsl 3a NEBHUX YMOB. YKpaiHa
3HAXOMTHCS Y BOXKIA CKOHOMIYHIM CHTYaIli 1 MOTpedye
30BHIMIHBOI JIOTTIOMOTH, aji¢ BUCTABISHHA TakKoi YMOBH
JUIsl HAJaHHSI JOTIOMOTH, K IPOJaX yKpaiHCBhKOI 3emu,
miaonii  Akoi  HaAWOMBImI B €BpOI, BUAAETHCA
moHaliMeHIIe HeGe3nedHnM. Ti, XTO IparHe J0TOMOTTH
VYkpaini, He NOBHHHI KepyBaTHCsSl IHTEpecaMy BEJIHMKHX
TpPaHCHAITIOHANEHUX  KOMITaHIA Ta  MDKHapOJHUX
IHBECTHIIIHHUX OaHKIB, a OPIEHTYBATHCS Ha 3aTBEPPKEHI
CBITOBOIO CHUIPHOTOIO NTOKYMEHTH, Taki sk: [lmam mii
Hecsitunittst cimeliHoro rocrnonxaproBanus OOH (2019-
2028), momoBime I'pymu ekcmepriB HaWBHIIOTO piBHS
Komirery rnobansHoi mnpomoBossuoi Oesnekn OOH
«ArpoeKoJIOTiUHI Ta 1HII I1HHOBAI[MHI MIAXOMH 10
CTaJIOTO CUTBCHKOTO TOCIIONAPCTBA TA XapYOBHX CHCTEM
JUTSL TTIBUILICHHS TIPOJIOBOJIBYOT OE3MEKH Ta XapuyBaHHS»
(2019), JoGpoBinbHi KepiBHI MPHHIAITN
BIMIOBITAILHOTO  YIPABJIIHHA  OXOPOHOIO  3EMEIIb,
pubanbCTBOM Ta JIiCAMH Yy KOHTEKCTiI HaI[lOHAJIBHOT
npogoBosbuoi Oesmexu (2012 p.), Hexnapamiero OOH
NpO MpaBa CeNsH Ta IHIIMX JIOJEH, SIKi MpaIIolTh Y
cinsehkiit micuesocri (2018).

[Nepminmu KpokaMu y IbOMY HanpsiMi MOTJIH O OyTH:

(i) weraifHe TPH3YNMUHEHHS NPUHAHATTA 3MiH 10
3eMETLHOTO  3aKOHOJABCTBA MO0  PO3MPOIAKY
CUTbCHKOTOCIOAAPCHKOT  3eMJTi, OCOOJIMBO  Ti€l, IO

3HAXOAWTHCS y JepkaBHii BrmacHocti; (ii) migTpuMKa
VYxpainu y cTBopeHHI MiHicTepCTBa CUIBCHKHX CIIpaB, y
po3poOIeHHI Ta YHPOBAIKEHHI CTpaTerii pPO3BUTKY,
OpIEHTOBAHO1 Ha 30epexKCHHS IOBKULIIA,
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The IPCC emphasized that industrialized agriculture
and large-scale monoproduction play a key role in
climate change; therefore, there is an acute need for
global action to move from industrial methods of food
production to agroecological methods that will also
support the Sustainable Development Goals.

Ukrainian authorities and your counselors claim that
opening the land market will be beneficial for new
investments and economic growth. However, if this does
happen, the only beneficiaries will be new landowners,
not Ukrainian farmers. Peasants who sell their land plots
to solve their pressing financial problems may soon join
other marginal social groups that badly require substantial
permanent assistance on behalf of the state. Such
assistance will become a heavy burden for the state
budget and tax-payers. Ukrainians will also have to face
the drastic aftermaths of the alleged economic “growth”:
failing health, deterioration of land and degradation of
ecology, decline in rural employment, progressive social
differentiation, escalation of social conflicts and protests,
impossibility for future generations to own and cultivate
their land, and destruction of the social foundations of
Ukrainian national culture.

Naturally, the assistance of international financial
organizations is granted under certain conditions. At
present, Ukraine survives economic hardships and needs
an external support. Meanwhile, providing it under the
condition of selling agricultural lands, the amount of
which is the largest in Europe, looks like extortion. Those
who aim to help Ukraine should not be guided by the
interests of large-scale transnational companies and
global investment banks, but by the international
documents approved by the world community; among
them are: the Action Plan of the United Nations Decade
of Family Farming (2019-2028), the HLPE Report
“Agroecological and Other Innovative Approaches for
Sustainable Agriculture and Food Systems that Enhance
Food Security and Nutrition” (2019), Voluntary
Guidelines on the Responsible Governance of Tenure of
Land, Fisheries and Forests in the Context of National
Food Security (2012), United Nations Declaration on the
Rights of Peasants and Other People Working in Rural
Areas (2018), and other UN documents adopted within
the framework of sustainable development.

The first steps to be taken should be the following
ones: i) immediate cessation of adopting the amendments
to the land legislation on the “free sale” of agricultural
lands, state-owned lands in particular; (ii) support of
Ukraine in creation of the Ministry of Rural
Development, in designing and implementation of the
development strategy oriented at environmental
protection, domestic food security, farmers' and rural
communities’ support that enhances their capacity to
achieve the objectives outlined in the above UN
documents; (iii) revision of all the international programs
in Ukraine, including the World Bank Program
“Accelerating Private Investments in Agriculture” (2019).

According to the Program, small and medium
agricultural producers are defined, for the Program’s
purpose, as agricultural enterprises that operate on up to
1,000 Ha of land, which goes against Ukrainian reality.
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BHYTPIIIHIO  NPOAOBOJBbYY  Oe3meky  KpaiHu, 3
OJIHOYACHOIO TINTPUMKOIO (epMepiB Ta CLIBCHKHX
rpoMaja Uil TOCWJICHHS iXHBOi CIIPOMOXKHOCTI Yy
NOCATHEHHI IiIed, BW3HAYEHWX Yy BHUIIE3TaJaHUX
nokymentax OOH; (iii) meperisn ycix MDKHApOAHHX
mporpaMm B Ykpaini, 30kpema IIporpamu CBiTOBOTO
0aHKy I0J0 KpeAUTYBaHHA 3 IPHUB SA3KOK  JIO
pesynbTartiB y cdepi  NPUCKOPEHHS  MPUBATHUX
iHBecTHIii y cimecbke TocmomapctBo  (2019). 3a
ymoBamu miei Ilporpamum mamumu 1 cepegHIMHU
BHUPOOHUKAMH JUTS ii minei BH3HAYCHO
CUTBCHKOTOCIIO/IAPChKI  ITIANPHEMCTBA  PO3MIPOM IO
1000 ra, mo aOCONIOTHO HE BimOOpa)kae peabHICTB.
B Vkpaini 6i11 80 % ¢depmepchkux rocnoaapcTs MaroTh
y kopuctyBanHi He Oinbrre 100 ra, a 0COOHCTI CENITHCHKI
rocrnogapcTBa MaioTh Bin 2 no 10 ra, monan 70 % 3 HEX
rOCHOJapIOOTh Ha twiomi g0 5Sra. Lli BupoOHUKH
CLTBCHKOTOCTIOAPCHKOT IPOAYKIIii 320e3MedyroTh OiTbIe
40 % 1i 3ara;pHOTO OOCSTY, aje MOBHICTIO BHIIYYCHI 3
[Tporpam MbKHapPOIHOT JOMTOMOTH.

Y Hac NMOKHM INe € 4Yac, IIOOM 3HATH HANpPYry B
YKpaiHCBKOMY CYCHUIBCTBI 3 TPUBOJIY (OPCOBAHOTO

3arpPOBaKECHHS «BUILHOIO» PHHKY
CLIBCHKOTOCIIOIAPCHKUX 3eMellb Ta 3an00IrTH
JKOPCTOKOMY  MPOTHUCTOSIHHIO, HACHIAKA  SKOIO B

Cy4acHHX YMOBaX MOXYTb OYyTH [yXe pPYHHIBHUMH.
A mo3uTHBHA peakiis Ha 1ed Binkpurtuit smmuct morna 6
OyTu cBimueHHsAM Bamroi migTpuMku peanizarii B YkpaiHi
3aBJlaHb, y3rojukeHux 3 [moGansHumu Llimsimu craioro
PO3BUTKY, a TaKOX IOTpUMaHHsA crarer 27.1 1 27.2.
Hexmapanii OOH npo mpaBa censH Ta iHIIAX JFOAEH, SKi
MPALIOIOTh Y CUTBCHKIN MICIIEBOCTI.

3 noesazow, 3a Oopyuenuam yuacuukie Ipomaocvkozo
Dopymy

Opranizanilinnii kKoMiTeT y cKJaji:

T'onoBa Opranizauiiinoro komitery - Onena
Bopooina, ookmop exoHomiuHux Hayk, npogecop, uneH-
Kopecnonoenm Hayionanvnoi axademii Hayx Yxpainu,
Tonosa Koopounayitinoi paou [pomadcvkoi  cninku
«¥Ykpaiucoka mepedca cinbcbkoco po3sumky», Unen
Koopounayiiinozo Komimemy Mexanizmy
I'pomaosnceroeo Cycninbcmea Komimemy enobanbHoi
npooosonvyoi besnexu OOH

Ynenn OpranizaniiHoro komirery:

Muxona Cmpuscax, Ilpesudenm Acoyiayii pepmepie ma
NPUBATMHUX 3eMNIEGNACHUKIG YKpainu

Banepin I'eeyb, 0okmop eKOHOMIUHUX HaYK, npoghecop,
axkademix  Hayionanvnoi  axaodemii  nayx  Vxpainu,
3acayosceHull 0isAy HaAyKu i mexHiku Yxpainu

Banepiu Kyx, ooxmop exonomiunux Hayk, npogecop,
axkademix  Hayionanvuoi  axademii  acpapuux Hayx,
3acaysceHull 0l HAyKU | mexHiku Yxpainu

Bacuno Illakyn, ookmop wopuduunux Hayk, npogecop,

akademix  Hayionanvnoi axademii npagosux Hayx
Ykpainu, 3acnyscenuii 0isu nayku i mexuiku Yxpainu

In Ukraine, about 80 % of private farms possess no

more than 100 hectares, and farming households typically
possess 2-10 hectares, with over 70 % of such households
cultivating not more than 5 hectares. Private farms and
farming households, which provide more than 40 % of
the total agricultural product, are left beyond the
international assistance programs.
We still have time to release the Ukrainian society's
tension triggered by an accelerated implementation of the
“free” market of agricultural lands, and to prevent a
violent confrontation, the consequences of which in the
contemporary context can be severely destructive. Your
positive response to this letter could bear witness to your
authority in complying with the above UN documents
that support the Sustainable Development Goals, the
articles 27.1 and 27.2 of the United Nations Declaration
on the Rights of Peasants and Other People Working in
Rural Areas in particular.

Respectfully,
on behalf of the forum participants,

Heard of the Organizing Committee:

Olena Borodina, Doctor of Economics, Professor,
Associate Member of the National Academy of Sciences
of Ukraine, Head of the coordination council, “Ukrainian
Rural Development Network” public organization,
member of the coordination council, Civil Society
Mechanism for relations with the UN Committee on the
World Food Security

Members of the Organizing Committee:

Mykola Stryzhak, President, Association of Ukrainian
farmers and private land-owners

Valeriy Heyets, Doctor of Economics, Professor, Member
of the National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine,
Honored Worker of Science and Technology of Ukraine

Valeriy Zhuk, Doctor of Economics, Professor, Member
of the National Academy of Agricultural Sciences of
Ukraine, Honored Worker of Science and Technology of
Ukraine

Andriy Grytsenko, Doctor of Economics, Professor,
Associate Member of the National Academy of Sciences
of Ukraine, Honored Educationalist of Ukraine

Volodymyr Sidenko, Doctor of Economics, Professor,
Associate Member of the National Academy of Sciences
of Ukraine

Vasyl Shakun, Doctor of Law, Professor, Member of the
National Academy of Legal Sciences of Ukraine,
Honored Worker of Science and Technology of Ukraine

lhor Prokopa, Doctor of Economics, Professor,
Associate  Member of the National Academy of
Agricultural Sciences of Ukraine

Lyubov Moldavan, Doctor of Economics, Professor,
Honored Economist of Ukraine

Tamara Ostashko, Doctor of Economics, Professor,
Associate  Member of the National Academy of
Agricultural Sciences of Ukraine
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Anopini  I'puyenxo, O00Kmop  eKOHOMIYHUX  HAYK,

npogecop, unen-kopecnondenm Hayionanvroi axademii

Hayk Yxpainu, 3acnyscenutt npayignux oceimu Yxpainu

Bonooumup Cidenxko, 0OKmop eKOHOMIYHUX HAYK,

npogecop, unen-kopecnonoenm Hayionanonoi axademii

Hayk Yxpainu

ITzop Ilpoxona, 0okmop eKoHOMIUHUX HAYK, npoghecop,
unen-kopecnondenm Hayionanonoi axaodemii acpaphux
Hayk Yxpainu

Jwbooe Monoasan, O0Kmop  eKOHOMIYHUX
npoghecop, 3acuysicenuli ekonomicm Yxpainu

Hayx,

Tamapa Ocmawiko, 0OKmMOp eKOHOMIYHUX HAYK, YlEeH-
xopecnonoenm Hayionanvhoi akademii azpapuux Hayx
Vrpainu

Onvea Ilonosa, 00kmop eKkOHOMIYHUX HAYK, npoghecop
Bonooumup Bacunves, [onosa Cninku cintbcbkozo
3e1eH020 mypusmy Yxpainu
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Olga Popova, Doctor of Economics, Professor
Volodymyr Vasilyev, Hear of the Ukrainian Association
of Green Tourism
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